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carried, in the modified form of 1834, into our industrial
present. On the one hand, the adoption of the German scheme
of'social insurance', side by side with the old English scheme of
'poor relief, has introduced not only a new factor, but also a
new complication. On the other hand, by a political change,
the administration of poor relief, now termed public assistance,
has been transferred, under an Act of 1929, to the county
councils (and the councils of county boroughs), acting for the
purpose through a special public assistance committee.1

The methods of relief in France and Prussia followed different
lines. In Prussia, during the eighteenth century, the Kings
were the agents of an informal system of poor relief. They
pursued a policy of encouraging aided immigration into their
dominions, which formed a sort of colonial land for new settlers;
and this policy, if it served their own purposes, also helped to
meet the problem of German poverty and to multiply small
rural holdings. They also instituted corn depots, and they were
able by this means to stabilize prices and to keep the cost of
living comparatively steady. The same general method of
absolutism was also pursued, along somewhat different lines,
in eighteenth-century France. There was, indeed, one great
difference: the French King could still count, down to 1789,
on the co-operation of a wealthy Catholic Church, which
maintained hospitals, centres of outdoor relief, and other charit-
able foundations. But the Crown was also forced to come to the
rescue: there was a distribution of the pain du roi at the Louvre,
for which the beggars and vagabonds of Paris fought; and the
King's Council allotted to each intendant a share of the royal
bounty, which he proceeded to distribute among the communes,
superintending them closely in their administration of their
share.

1 It is interesting to notice the close connexion between the history of the English
poor law and the history of the development of English local government. Poor
relief was the ground of the development of the parish as an organ of local govern-
ment in the sixteenth century; poor relief was the area in which the justices
established themselves as the local governing authority after 1700; and it was in
the sphere of poor relief that, in 1834, a new regime (of elected local bodies, and of
central administrative supervision of these bodies) first appeared.